Commission & Interest Group Division Chair Reporting Form

Post-Conference Report, Fall 2007

Name of Chair: Lisa G. Peck

Name of Commission or Interest Group: Advising Adult Learner Commission

Section 1: Identify the volunteers serving within your unit (on steering committees, other committees, as webmaster, proposal readers, etc.).
	Name of Committee/Activity (steering, award, proposals, etc.)
	Name of Committee Member
	Institution of Committee Member
	Email of Committee Member

	Commission Steering Committee
	Terrie Cole
	Rollins College
	tcole@rollins.edu

	Commission Steering Committee
	Heidi Waltz
	University of North Carolina - Charlotte
	hhwaltz@uncc.edu

	Service to Commission Award
	TBA
	
	

	Service to Commission Award
	TBA
	
	

	Proposal Readers Committee
	Donna Dabney
	Norfolk State University
	ddabney@nsu.edu

	Proposal Readers Committee
	Heidi Waltz
	University of North Carolina - Charlotte
	hhwaltz@uncc.edu

	Web Resource Committee
	Heidi Waltz
	University of North Carolina - Charlotte
	hhwaltz@uncc.edu

	Web Resource Committee
	Michelle Schuline
	
	

	
	
	
	


Section 2: Outline your annual activities as they relate to the NACADA missions and strategies.

Please indicate the one or two primary activities and/or goals on which your commission will focus for the next year as they relate to the NACADA Strategic Plan. Remember — you do not need to list an activity for every mission statement listed below. Be sure to describe the assessment criteria that will be used to determine if these goals are met. (Next fall, you will report on the progress made towards these goals.)

Notes:  If you plan to offer the Service to Commission Award next year, be sure to list this in the “Activity” column as an additional goal where applicable and include the $50 budget request with that activity statement.  If you are an Interest Group planning to seek Commission status next year, be sure to list that goal in the “Activity” column.

Strategic Goal 1: Address the academic advising needs of higher education globally.

1-A — Identify, prioritize, and address critical issues facing academic advising.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	11/15/07
	Generate list-serv discussion on one timely issue per month

	Lisa Peck
	Monthly/ on-going
	Participation by commission members


1-B — Collect, analyze, and act upon information about the environments in which academic advising operates.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	10/20/07
	Develop survey to assess common needs of adult learners and how best to reach them

	Steering Committee
	April 07
	Feedback from committee members


1-C — Provide comprehensive professional development opportunities.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	11/08/07
	In an effort to address a timely issue at the regional level, five NACADA members from various institutions in the region have submitted a proposal for a panel discussion at Region One conference to include – Topic: “Keeping Adult Learners Connected from Orientation to Graduation.”  

	Lisa Peck solicited panel
	March 07
	Panel evaluations


Strategic Goal 2: Advance the body of knowledge of academic advising.

2-A — Promote and support research related to the enhancement of academic advising through further understanding of the student, the campus environment, advising processes, or other related areas.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	
	Update resources on commission webpage

	Heidi Waltz

Michelle Schuline

	Dec. 07
	Feedback from webpage audience


2-B — Disseminate the knowledge acquired from the research.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	
	
	
	
	


Strategic Goal 3: Champion the educational role of academic advising to enhance student learning and development in a diverse world.

3-A — Identify and develop strategies for fostering collaboration and education among various advising external constituencies both nationally and internationally.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	11/15/07
	Service to Commission award

	TBA
	Oct. 08
	Consensus of committee members


Strategic Goal 4: Educate university and college decision makers about the role of quality academic advising in higher education.

4-A — Identify and develop practical strategies and materials for use by college and university leadership.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	
	
	
	
	


Strategic Goal 5: Ensure the effectiveness of the NACADA organization

5-A — Promote diversity within the association.

· 5A(i) — Create environments and processes that promote and sustain inclusion and involvement in the association.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	
	See 1a.
	
	
	


· 5A(ii) — Increase diversity within NACADA leadership at all levels.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	
	
	
	
	


5-B — Enhance NACADA's global visibility and credibility as the resource for concerns and needs involving academic advising.

	Date Submitted
	Activity or Goal Planned
	Person/committee responsible for activity
	Target Date
	Assessment Criteria to be used

	
	
	
	
	


Section 3: Issues/Items for consideration by the Division.
· Assessment of common needs for adult learners. How do we best reach this population? Survey the commission members.
· Best ways for commission members to communicate – list-serv is an excellent forum for discussion and exchange of ideas.

· Update resources for advisors who work with adult learners (currently being done)
· Generate topics for Webinar

· Write timely articles for Academic Advising Today, NACADA Journal

· Encourage presentations at regional/national level

Section 4:  Describe how you have incorporated diversity and inclusiveness of membership into the planning of your unit’s goals and activities. What criteria were used to accomplish this (such as institutional type, ethnicity, new professionals, experienced professionals, role—faculty, administrator, advisor; region, etc.)?
The incorporation of diversity and inclusiveness of membership into the planning of the unit’s goals and activities will be an ongoing process. I have begun by soliciting a panel discussion by Region One members; I plan to generate a list-serv discussion on a monthly basis, and I am in the process of soliciting volunteers to serve on the steering committee, proposal reader’s committee and service to commission committee (I have begun with existing members and will open this up to all members after Thanksgiving break).
Section 5:  Summary of Annual Meeting at Conference 

· Name of Group Meeting: Advising Adult Learner Commission
· Date and Location: Friday, Oct. 19, 2007, Baltimore, MD
· Number Attending: ?
· Summary of Meeting: Co-chaired by Teri Farr (outgoing chair) and Lisa Peck (incoming chair). At the 2007 NACADA Advising Adult Learner’s Commission meeting, participants discussed and reviewed long-standing commission goals, including ways to increase communication among members, ways in which we can improve service to the adult learner population and ways to enhance resources for the commission. 
· Members agree that utilizing the list-serv is an excellent way to foster communication and stimulate ideas. 

· The question of whether or not to pursue a commission newsletter was raised, and members like the idea of a twice-a-year publication. 

· Also discussed was updating resources for adult learners on the commission webpage (in process as this report is being compiled). 

· We also discussed the need to increase visibility at the state and regional level (Region One has submitted a proposal for a five-person panel discussion). 

· The commission members agree that we need to develop a survey to identify the common needs of adult learners as well as successful programs currently serving the adult learner population. How can we best serve this population?
· Initiatives on various campuses to keep adult learners connected, supported and engaged include developing adult learner orientations – virtually and in person with a welcome dinner, readiness workshops and relevant campus tours, creating blogs and wikis, offering discount tickets to cultural events, having conversation sessions with advisors, providing welcome BBQs and/or potluck suppers; family picnics and outdoor events; 

· Some college offer cohort groups for working adults, peer associates/mentors to advise new incoming adult students and help them feel “connected.

· Recognition for adult learners includes dean’s list, Alpha Sigma Lambda and Pinnacle – two national adult learner honor societies

· One faculty advisor was thinking about teaching courses in “Second Life”

· Ideas for National Non-Traditional Student Week (Nov. 4 – 10. 2007) were discussed. Plans to recognize these students included coffee kick-offs, lunches on the go, potluck suppers, giveaways.

· The NACADA Advising Special Student Populations monograph was available for sale at the conference, and includes a chapter (Chapter One, in fact) “Advising Adult Learners.” Members were encouraged to buy a copy at the conference rate ($5 off the regular price).

· Members were encouraged to attend the ANTSHE – Association for Non-Traditional Students in Higher Education- conference in Murfreesboro, TN, from February 29 – March 2, 2008. Lisa Peck will attend with three or four students from Western Connecticut State University.
