Region One Chairperson Update to Members

Greetings Region One Members!

We’ve had a busy 2006 so far!  
NACADA National Elections

In February, the national elections were held and three Region One members were elected to national positions.  

Susan Campbell, our former Region One Chairperson from University of Southern Maine, was elected to be the NACADA President for one year beginning after the 2006 national conference in October.
Rich Robbins from Cornell University, was elected to the NACADA Board of Directors.
Joyce Howland from SUNY Empire State College, Alfred Campus, was elected to be the Chair of the Commission for Advising Students with Disabilities.

Congratulations to Susan, Rich and Joyce!

New State Chairs for Region One
I’m pleased to announce the members who have accepted an appointment to serve as a State Chair.  State Chairs serve on the Steering Committee for Region One, which works with me on issues related to the Region.  State Chairs represent their state, contributing input related to their local areas.  State Chairs also may organize NACADA State Drive-In Events for the members in their area.  All State Chairs are listed on the Region One website, along with their email.  New State Chairs are:

Susan Herzberg, Rochester Institute of Technology, New York (has two State Chairs)

Cindy Glidden, University of New Hampshire, New Hampshire

Patricia DeMeo, Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia, Canada

Paul Cook, University of Vermont, Vermont
NACADA National Award Winners 
In April, several of our Region One members were selected to receive national awards.

Advising Technology Innovation - Winner     
Online Advising for Incoming Freshmen http://www.freshmanonlineadvising.cas.neu.edu
Arts & Sciences Advising Staff & Educational Technology Center, 
Northeastern University, College of Arts and Sciences.
Pacesetter Award - Winner     
John Smarrelli, Provost and Academic Vice President, Academic Affairs, Le Moyne College, Syracuse, NY.
Outstanding Institutional Advising Program - Winner     
Confronting the Complexities and Challenges of Change
Directed by Carolyn A. Caveny, Emmanuel College, Academic Advising, Boston.
Outstanding Advising - Primary Role Category - Certificate of Merit     

Chris Foley, Academic Advisor, Excelsior College, School of Business, Albany, NY.

Outstanding Advising - Faculty Category - Certificate of Merit     

Sharon Murphy, Professor of Political Science, Nazareth College, Rochester, NY.

Outstanding Advising - Faculty Category - Certificate of Merit     

Jeffrey Chin, Professor of Sociology & Chair of the Sociology Department, Le Moyne College, Syracuse, NY.
Outstanding New Advisor - Faculty Category - Certificate of Merit     

Eric P. Robert, Assistant Professor, SUNY Delhi College, Technology Division, NY.

Region One Annual Conference

The Annual Region One Conference was held in Hartford, Ct., in March 2006, at the Hartford Hilton Hotel.  It was a record attendance with 318 people attending.  The keynote speaker was Dr. Wilfredo Nieves, Ed.D., President of Middlesex Community College in Connecticut.  The theme of the conference was “Insuring Advisor Success” (in keeping with Hartford being known as the ‘Insurance Capital of the World’).  Dr. Nieves shared with us several of the methods he uses at his college to ‘insure advisor success’.  It was a message in which we could be inspired to keep working to advance the profession of academic advising.

Six pre-conference workshops were held the afternoon prior to the main conference.  Thirty-four different concurrent workshops were held over one and one-half conference days.  Sessions dealt with topics such as peer advising, appreciative advising, success strengthening strategies, conducting advising research, collaborating with faculty, concepts of academic advising, mentoring advisors, adults students, disability services, retention, assessment, choosing a career & major, confidentiality in advising, needs of Latino students, and advising study abroad students.
Each year, conference participants vote on the conference presentation that they feel is the ‘Best of Region’.  The presenter (or co-presenters) receive an automatic acceptance of the presentation to the NACADA National Conference in October, along with $525 to help defray the costs of travel and registration to the national conference.  

This year, Region One conference participants selected as ‘Best of Region’ the concurrent session: “It’s All Fun and Games Until Someone Gets Trained” by co-presenters Susan Kolls, Northeastern University and Terri Downing, Franklin Pierce College, NH.  Congratulations Susan and Terri!
On the evening of the first day, a very unique reception was hosted by the University of Connecticut in their Financial Accelerator Observation Deck one block from the hotel.  The deck is the Business School’s ‘Wall Street Trading Center’ and we were able to observe the extensive facility while enjoying drinks and appetizers before heading out for dinner to many exceptional restaurants in downtown Hartford.  
A very special part of the conference was the Awards Luncheon in which the Region One Academic Advising Excellence Awards were given out.  The 2006 award winners are:

Kathryn Brown, University of Connecticut

Marcia M. Mower, University of Maine at Augusta
Helena Santos, Bridgewater State College
Susan Kolls, Northeastern University
Carey Bradbury, Southern New Hampshire University
John Donoghue, University at Albany
Congratulations to these outstanding advising professionals and we thank the people who nominated them.  Please consider nominating one of your colleagues for the 2007 regional conference awards.

Pictures from the conference are displayed on the Region One Conference Website at:

http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Regional_Divisions/region1/confindex.htm   Scroll to center of page, where you ‘click here’ for pictures.
Overall, the conference was a very positive professional development experience.  My thanks go out to the Conference Co-Chairs, Gail Stubbs and Susan Kolls, both from Northeastern University, who led a very talented and dedicated Conference Planning Committee, in organizing the conference.  Special thanks also go to our Site Chairs and institutional hosts, Susan Gregoire and Ann Traynor from the University of Connecticut.  Appreciation is also sent to all committee members for their many contributions to make the conference a success:  Program Chair, Mary Fraser, Central Maine Community College; Registration Chair, Marcia Mower, University of Maine at Augusta; Evaluation and Recognition Chair, Terri Downing, Franklin Pierce College; Volunteer Chair, Katerina Baitinger, Middlesex Community College; Members: Elizabeth Higgins, University of Southern Maine; Iona Black, Yale University; Anne McCubrey, Southern New Hampshire University; Steve Viveiros, Bridgewater State College; Susan Moyer, Excelsior College; Sheri Kuit, Concordia University.  And thanks to the many participants who volunteered to help in some way during the conference.  We couldn’t do it without you!
The 2007 Region One Conference will be held in the state of New Hampshire.  Watch for information as it becomes available on the Region One Conference Website at the address listed a couple paragraphs above.

Region One State Drive-Ins

Solanchi Fernandez, State Chair for Rhode Island, organized a one day drive-in event in April on the topic of Advising Multicultural Students.

Susan Herzberg, State Chair for New York, held a drive-in event on June 9, on the topic of Advising Millennial Students.

Marcia Mower, Maine State Chair, is organizing a drive-in event for late October on the topic of assessment.  Watch the Region One webpage for more information about this event as it becomes available.

I hope you will be able to attend the NACADA National Conference this October in Indianapolis.  We will hold a Region One meeting during the conference.  I’m looking forward to seeing you there!

Please feel free to contact me at any time regarding input, ideas, questions or suggestions you have regarding Region One.  

I hope you are able to set aside some time during the summer to refresh and relax!

Sincerely,

Gail Stepina, Region One Chairperson

University of New Hampshire

gail.stepina@unh.edu
603-862-3885
June 12, 2006

